History of Education
the freedom, the expressiveness, and the beauty of classical
lit erature.
The new conception of education resulted from a profound
social change, the causes of which were numerous and far-
reaching.    The logically perfect systems of education which
dominated the Middle Ages, whether for the monk, the cleric,
or  the secular leader, were unstable because of their very
perfection.    In their completeness they permitted no change,
no  progress ;   they   made   no  provision for the individual
While the monastic life furnished a moral discipline, it pro-
vided for no progressive application in life of power when
developed, since the monk was separated from the world ;
hence the tendency to fall away from higher ideals and the
inability of such standards to meet developing needs.    The
perfected system of chivalry gave no place to the common
man that could be tolerated for long, nor did it offer possi-
bility of attainment to nor require obligations from the highei
classes that could be satisfactory even for a time.    Scholasti-
cism had constructed an elaborate and perfected system of
thought which fettered the intellect, though from its subject-
matter such glimpses of freedom were gained  as togethei
with the  power gained from  the intellectual activity were
soon, to proye instrumental in bringing about its overthrow.
These structures of thought, erected with so much labor as
palaces in which to dwell, proved to be but prisons ; and as
die architects completed the edifice, those for whom they were
designed overthrew what they saw to be symbols of their
slavery.    Yet from the debris of these edifices the succeed-
ing generation laid the foundations of the structure of modern
thought.    The completion of the Crusade movement in the
fourteenth century saw the destruction of the contentment of
the people under the rigid system of scholastic thought and
the perfected control of ecclesiastical organization ; the uni-
versities stimulated th_e.z.eal for the intellectual life; the grow-
ing cities, with their industries and their commerce, furnished